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U.S. Commercial Building Energy Use



 

Over $170 billion spent annually


 

12% of US GHG emissions
Source – DOE: Buildings Energy Data Book
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EE Investment Trends

Source – LBNL



 

ESCO industry used as proxy for growth (overall level of investment is 
difficult to measure, but much higher than $6 billion).



 

18-22% annual growth expected, 10-15% for private non-industrial 
(“Commercial”) sector
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Global Energy Efficiency Indicator study

By Role By Region

By  
Industry 
Sector

28822882 total respondents across the world

C-level 
Executives

30%

VPs and 
GMs
36%

Facility 
Managers

22%

Owner/ 
Proprietors

12%

Manufacturing
13%

Healthcare
13%

IT/telecom
on
9%

Construction/ 
Engineering

8%Consulting/     
Legal

7%

Service
5%

Government
5%

Retail
5%

Media/ 
entertainment

3%

Other
32%

Latin 
America

0.2%

Middle 
East/Africa

1%

Asia
22%Europe

26%

US / 
Canada

51%

1. Must have capital- 
or operations 
budget 
responsibility for 
facilities

2. Responsibilities 
must include 
monitoring energy 
usage, proposing 
or approving 
efficiency initiatives
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Energy efficiency is a global business priority

71%... 71%... 
are paying more attention to energy 
efficiency than last year

85%... 85%... 
Say energy efficiency is a priority for 
new construction and retrofit projects
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Energy management is important worldwide 
Particularly in India and China
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Reducing energy costs most important driver 
Public image and incentives also influential
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GHG reduction more important in commercial

9

51% of Global 500 
firms now disclose 
carbon emissions, up 
10% from last year.
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Real estate leaders believe energy prices 
will climb significantly this year

10

Average expected change in energy prices 

over next 12 months = 9% increase
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Significant legislation expected within two years 
US/Canada expectations dropped from last year
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Voluntary commitments becoming common 
Especially among larger organizations

12

Does your company/organization have a publicly stated carbon-reduction goal?
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Building efficiency is highest priority strategy 
Onsite renewables, green power & fleet efficiency also strong

28% either don’t know 
or have not yet prioritized 

among strategies
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14

Limited internal capital is greatest overall barrier 
There are some important differences by region

3.13.1 
Average maximum 
payback period for 
energy efficiency

48% require a 3 year 
payback or less
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Lack of capital largest barrier in NA and EU 
Payback uncertainty and expertise barriers in China and India
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Barriers to Investment

16

Upfront costs are 
the largest hurdle

Weighted Avg. 
Required ROIs

Institutional
3.9 yrs

Industrial
3.4 yrs

Commercial
2.9 yrs
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Investment in efficiency remained strong 
Even in spite of the global recession

17

56% 56% have invested the same or more in energy 
efficiency over the past 12 months due to the recession
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Internal capital budgets is primary funding source 
Performance contracting is a strong second place
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Energy efficiency spending plans for 2010 
Greatest percentage seen in India and China
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US Spending Plans – 2010 By Sector
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Over the past year, many organizations invested 
in measures with low cost or rapid payback

73% 73% switched to more energy efficient lamps, 
ballasts, or lighting fixtures

64% 64% educated facilities operations staff

62% 62% educated building occupants

49% 49% adjusted HVAC schedules/setpoints

44% 44% installed occupancy or daylight sensors
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…but an impressive fraction also made 
significant efficiency investments

37% 37% replaced inefficient equipment before the 
end of its useful life

37% 37% upgraded building management systems

32% 32% installed energy-saving glass in windows

22% 22% participated in demand response programs

21% 21% installed renewable energy systems
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For more complete EEI results

Go to www.InstituteBE.com
What’s New   
Global Energy Efficiency 

Indicator Results for 2010

23

Includes  link 
to webcast 

archive 

Includes  link 
to webcast 

archive
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http://www.institutebe.com/Whats-New/global-energy-efficiency-indicator.aspx

http://www.institutebe.com/
http://www.institutebe.com/Whats-New/global-energy-efficiency-indicator.aspx
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