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Focus group, Washington DC Metro Conclusion #1

e “All we considered was proximity to

If we care about affordability, we
work and price. The question was,

should care about the complete costs

‘Could we afford the mortgage?”™ of place:
« “Definitely most of my income goes —Housing
directly to the house expenses.” —Transportation
— Utilities
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Central city population trends
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Source: Demogrphia. Totals include all US cities of more than 200,000 in 1950 that have not made substantial
annexations of new territory, and which had fully developed land areas in 1950. The New York figures exclude Staten
Island, which contained considerable undeveloped land in 1950
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Conclusion #2

« If we care about vibrant, diverse
cities, we should care about:

—Creating and preserving housing that is
affordable to families with a mix of
income near:

* Public transit stops

« Job centers

Other trends

ﬁ Commutes
l, Time with family

Greenhouse gas emissions

. Green space

Infrastructure costs

Focus group, Washington DC Metro

* “It takes forever to get to work.”

‘I normally drive myself and leave
extra early just to beat traffic.”

* “The higher gas prices have definitely
put a crimp in my budget.”
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Conclusion #3
« If we care about our planet, we
should care about:
Increased housing density

to reduce vehicle-miles-traveled and the
consumption of green space and

ensure a strong ridership for public
transit

How can we solve this?

Make it easier for families to reduce reliance on cars

— Increase density near public-transit and job centers

— Improve public transit system

— Facilitate biking and walking

Guarantee access by families with a mix of incomes to
transit- and job-accessible neighborhoods

— Preserve existing affordable housing: rental housing preservation and
home rehab loans.

— Create new affordable housing in these locations through inclusionary
zoning, tax-increment financing, other programs

— Ensure affordable homes stay affordable over time through shared
equity homeownership and permanent rental affordability covenants.

Improve energy efficiency in the construction,
rehabilitation, and operation of homes

But how do we deal with
NIMBY ???7?

And how can we ensure
this is a priority for
localities?

Reform the transportation
funding system
Create strong incentives for communities to:
1. Increase the compactness of development

2. Increase the number and percentage of
homes affordable to families with a mix of
incomes near public transit and job centers

Clarify the authority of communities to:

3. Use federal transportation dollars to support
transit-oriented development and other
constructive land use patterns

T4America.org
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WHAT'S THE VISION? cossaEn
218t CENTURY INFRASTRUCTURE, 21st CENTURY JOBS.

A WORLD-CLASS RAIL SYSTEM

HELPING PEOPLE DRIVE LESS

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY




